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soul when nature experiences some awful cataclysm, and when there is no longer any hope for mankind.
General Hancock was summoned at once to Washington. The extent of the conspiracy soon became known, and the measures taken by him to confront the secret peril were thorough, and contributed greatly to allay the terror. When Hancock's presence in Washington was known over the country, as it soon was announced by telegraph, men said to each other, " Thank God, a man is in Washington now who can be trusted in any emergency."
General Hancock remained in Washington, by order of President Johnson, during the days of the trial of the conspirators, and until after their execution. He was military commander of the District, having under him about one hundred thousand men, with the President and the Secretary of War only as his superiors. But with the trial of the prisoners, or with their watching and care, he had nothing to do. General Hartranft was the commander of the Arsenal in which they were confined, and he, as Provost-Marshal of the District, attended to the details of their imprisonment, and, after the sentence, carried out the execution of the death-penalty. General Hancock simply transmitted the order for the execution as it came to him from his superior officer, the President of the United States.
There is little doubt entertained by unprejudiced men, now that the fever of excitement has passed away, that the execution of Mrs. Surratt was a murder under the forms of military law. But it is unjust to charge the blame for this horrible error upon Secretary Stan-a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
